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To JoHN THomas HowELt, indefatigable collector and student of the 
plants of California and the Galapagos Islands, and long time member 
of the California Botanical Society, this volume of Madrono is dedicated. 

Tom Howell was born in Merced where he lived until he graduated 
from high school. It was as a student at the University of California in 
Berkeley, where he came under the influence of Professor W. L. Jepson, 
that he developed his interest in botany. Following his university gradu- 
ation and subsequent completion of a master’s degree, he went to south- 
ern California, where he spent the first two years of his professional life. 
In 1929 at the invitation of Miss Alice Eastwood he came to the Cali- 
fornia Academy of Sciences in San Francisco where he has remained. 

As a collector of botanical specimens, Tom Howell has few equals, and 
his collection numbers have surpassed 40,000. Moreover, his collections 
have never lain idle to collect dust but he has determined them and in- 
corporated them in the Herbarium of the Academy. Although most of his 
collecting has been done in California and the Galapagos Islands he has 
made important collections in several western states. In addition to his 
own collections which have added so extensively to the Academy’s 
herbarium he has encouraged many others, both amateur and _ profes- 
sional, to make collections which also have come to the Academy. 

His numerous botanical papers have contributed greatly to our knowl- 
edge of the plants of the areas where he has collected and particularly 
his floras of several regions in northern and central California have con- 
tributed to a greater botanical understanding of local areas. 

Leaflets of Western Botany, which he and Miss Eastwood began in 
1932 and which he edited and published until the end of 1966, provided 
a vehicle for significant contributions to the botany of the western 
United States. 

His many years of field work, his keen observations, his great enthu- 
siasm and unlimited energy, have brought to him an unsurpassed knowl- 
edge of California’s native and weedy plants. And he is always a source 
of botanical information, willingly, thoughtfully and kindly given, to all 
who seek him out. 
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